ty 


fhe SPECTATOR. 


CCX: LEX, 





ae 


i 


a Pires draigG dv Boorois Sewly xaxly, . Frag. Vet. Po. 





ath 


Saturday, December 15. 1711: 





a a % 


— 


a soll EN I make Choice of a Subject that 
: 7 ‘has not been treated ‘of by: others, I 


yathrow together my Reflections: ‘on it 
ipoat pe Order or Method, fo that 
mamappear rather in the LoofenefS and 
Bf an Eifay, than in, the Regularity of a 
fe. It is after this manner that { thall 
Laughter and Ridicule in my prefent Paper, 
is the mere¥e(t Species of the Création, all 
MM below him are Serigus. He’ fees things 
erent Light from other Beings, and finds 
h rifing from ObjeQs, that perhaps caufe 
Hike Pity or Difpléafure in higher Na- 
nghter is indeed a very good Counter- 
Bthe Spleen; and it feems but teafonable 
Mould be capable of receiving Joy from 


b real Goad to us, fince we can receive 


im what is no real Evil, 


fa-my Forty feventh Paper ‘raifed a Specu- 
Bt ie dleion of a Moderi Philofopher, 
Bribes the firft Motive of Laughter to be a 
Moniparifou which ,we«make between our 
id-the Perfons we laugh at; of, in other 
Mat Satis fadtion which we receive from the 
inf fome Pre-eminence in our felves, when 
Me Abfurdities of another, ’or when we re- 
| my pat Abfurdities of our own. » This . 
M.hold in moft cafes, andewe may-obierve 
Rvaineft part of Mankind are the moft ad- 
pthis Paffion: ~* a . a 
Bread a Sermon of a Conyentual in the 
Rome, on thofe Words of the Wife Man, 
iaghter it is mad, and of Mirth what does 
on which he laid ic down as a Point of Do- 


hat Laughter wasitht‘effe of Original Sin, ’ 


MiAdam:.could not laugh ‘before the Fall. 


Met, whileit lalts, flackensand upbraces the 


Weakenis the Faculties, and caufes a kind of 
Res.and Diffolution in all the Powers of the 
Pad thus far it may be looked upon as a 
mas, in the Compoiition af Human Nature. 
We confider the frequent Reliefs that we re- 
wom it, and how often it,breaks the Gloom 
S apt to deprefs the Mind, and damp our 
With tranfient onexpected gleains of Joy, one 


ME Care not ta 


me of Lite. 


grow too Wile far fo, great 


‘\ 


The Talent of turning Men into Ridicule, and * 
expofing to Laughter thole one Converfes with, is “‘ 
the Qualification of little ungenerous Tempers. A 
young Man with this caft of Mind cuts himfelf off’: 
from all manner of Improvement, Every one has his 
r laws and.Weaknefles ; nay, the greateft Biemifhes 
are often found in the moit ‘thiging Chara@ters ; but 
, what -an‘abfurd thing is it to Pafs over all the va- | 
luable Parts of a Man, and fix our Attention on ‘ 

is Infifmities ;.to obferve his. Imperfections more 

an his Virtues; and to make ufe of him for the 


. Sport of others, rather than for our ownlmpreve- ' 


ment. 

We therefore very often find that Perfons the 
moft accomplifhed in Ridicule are thofe who are 
very fhrewd at hitting a Blot, without exerting a- 
ny thing Matfterly in themfelves. . As there are ma~ 
ny eminent Criticks who never writ a good Line, 
there are many ‘admirable Buffoons that animadvert 
upon every fingle Defe& in another,‘ without ever 
difcovering the leaft.Beauty of their own. By this 
means thefe unlucky little Wits often gain Reputa- 
tion in the Efteem of Vulgar Minds, and raifethem- 
felves above Perfons of much more laudable Cha- 


raters. : 

If the Talent of Ridicule were employed to laugh 
Men out of Vice and’Folly, it might be of fome 
ufe to the World; but inftead of this, we find that 
it is generally made ufe of to laugh Men out of 
Virtue and good Senfe, by attacking every thing 
that is Solemn and Serious, Decent and Praife-wor- 
thy in Human Life, vit 

We may objerve, that’ in the Fir Ages of the 
World, when the great Souls and Mafter-pieces of 
Human Nature were produced, Men fhined by a 
noble Simplicity of Behaviour, and pheno; <2 ok to 
thofe little Embellithments which ares fathiona- 
ble in our prefent Converfation, Andif'is very re- 
markable, that notwithftanding we-fall thort at pre- 
fent of the Ancients in Poetty, Paltiting, Oratory, 
Hiftory, Archite@ure, and all the ‘noble Arts and 
Sciences which depend more’upon Genius than Ex- 
perience, we exceed them as much’ in erel, Hu- 
mour, Burlefque, and all the trivial Arts of Ridicule. 
We meet with more Raillery ‘among the Modetns, 
but more/Goog Senfe among the Ancients, 


». 


? 





The two great Branches Of Ridicule in Writing 
are Comedy aad Burlefque. The firft ridicules Per- 
fons by drawing them in their proper Charadtcrs, 
the other “by ating them quite unlike. -them- 
felves:, Buttefque is therefore .of two -kinds, the 
firft reprefents mean Perfons.in. the Accontrements 
* of Heroes, the othegdefcribes great Perfons a@ting 

and ing, Jike the bafeft among the Peo- 
Ie, gixote is an Inftance of the firft, 
td Lacige’s ods of the fecond. ‘It is a Difpute 
aiiong the Criticks, whethet Burlefque Poetry rans 
beft in Heroic’ Vegfe, like -that of eee pans 
or’ in Doggerel, like that of Hadibras, 1 think 
where the low Charaéter is to be raifed the Heroic 


is the proper Meafure, bot when an Heto is to be 


pulled down and degraded, it is done beft in Dog- 


ip wd ‘ 
an Hadibras had been fet out with as much Wit 
and jour in Heroic Verfe as he is in Dogg - 
rel, he would have madea much more agreeable Fi- 
gure than he does ; though the geperality of his Rea- 
ers age fo spomsetfally pleated with the double 
Rhimes, that 
. Opinion in this Particular. 
~ | fhall conclude’this Effay eps Langhter with 
obferving, that jhe Metaphor of Laughing, applied 
sto Fields and Meadows when they are in Flower, 


orto Trees when they are in Bloffom, runs through, .. 


all Lan 


ing, when they are applied to Loves; This thewsthat 
We naturally regard Laughter, as what isin it felf 
both amiable and beautiful. For this Reafon like- 
wife Venus has gained the Title of the Laughter- 
loving Dame, as Waller has. Tratflated it, andis.ce- 
prefe by Horace as the Goddefs who delightsin 
daughter. Méltom, in a Joyous Affembly of imagi- 
‘nary Pertors, has given | 
aghter. Elis whole Band of Mirth is fo finely 
deferibed that I thal fer ic down at length. 


But come thon Goddefs fair and free, 
In Heav'n ycleap’d wg 
And by Men, beart-eafing Mirth, 
Whem lovely Venus at a*birth. 
Few twe, Sifter Graces mere 
a Lvp-erqwued Bacchus bore: 
cs ke thee Nyn ipa bring with shee 
na yournyur Foulsty, 
Sui od Cranks; sal wanton, Wiles, 
ads, and Becks, aud Wreathed Smiles, 
Such as, baug on Hebe’s Check, 
Axed love to live in, dimple fleck ; 
Sport. that wrinkled Care derides, 
Roa Langhter holding both his fides. 
Come, one it as you go 
Ox the light fantaftick Toe, 
Aud in sly ‘right band lead with thee, 
The Mountain Nymp, fweet Liberty ;. 
donour. due. 


St fe Or Gen 
wrth, admit me of thy Crpe 
“To hve with ber, and live, with thee, 
"Tn unreproved Pleafures free. 


* 


do not expe& many will be of my. 


« 
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ADVERTISEMENT Ee 


Aéted but once thefe five Yeg J 

By Her Majefty’s Company of Come 
‘A TF the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane da, 
fent Saturday, the 15th Day of December, will be ita 
Play call'd, Michridates.Kiog of Ponmis. . The part of tga 
by Mr, Mills, Ziphares by Mr. Wilks, Pharnaces\ by Mr. 

Archileus by. Mr. Bowman, lius by Mr. Booth, Sem 
i s ‘* in To which (atahe Deke 

Quality) will 


ity) ‘ : 2 
The C Wake,:The Part of Hob by Mr. : > Six” 
to be ace Friendly by Mr. Pack i ’ 


bibs by Mr. Bui 


' At the Queen’s Theatre in the Hay-Markeg 
&. prefent Saturday, being the rsth Dayof December, 
anew Opera called Anriochis, ‘Phe Ticke:s and 

be delivered our this Day at White’s Chocolate-houfe, ‘The Slt 

lery 5%. Uppet Gallery 28. To begin exaétly at fix, ay. 2 


... Excellent new. Bene Carlo Barcelona; R 
White Oper, and Red Seracufa at 58. a Gallon, and 16d 
Mounca'n 6s. 6d, a Gullo, and 204. @ Quirts ‘alles 
new French Claret and White Wing, at 75. a Belen % 
Win-s, and fir to Bortle, in @ Vaule. under the Houfe of eh 
fon, Mefchant in Sc. Swithin's-laae,. next Door buc one 
fing Sun ead Di-l, thas End leading into Cannon Greet, As 
ie given every Day “tilt Nighr. ‘ ia 
Raffel-Street in G 


-At the Indian Man. in 


es; which Lhave not obferved of any® Gorden. up ove we of Stairs, is 10 be Sold at R 
other Mx phor, excepting that of Fire, and barn-- pty ae 


kiin ‘and Broffels Lae, fine Short Aprons 

rich Handkerchiefs, 8c. “e a. 
> Dr. Byfichd’s Sal Oleofum Volatile; now pi 
the Authority of her Majefty’s moft gracious Lerrere Piéte| 

the"Great Seal of Great Bricain, is sifpenied and fold by iy 


a very. poetical Figure of . tome 
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